• his· article follows the pattern set by the semiannual series initiated by the late Constance M. Winchell more than thirty years ~go and continued by Eugene Sheehy. Because the purpose of the list is to present a selection of recent scholarly and general works of interest to reference workers in university libraries, it does not pretend to be either well balanced or comprehensive. A brief roundup of new editions of standard works, new titles in series already considered reference, and pieces received on continuations orders is provided at the end of the article. Code numbers (such as AD540 and CJ331) have been used to refer to titles in the Guide to Reference Books, 10th ed., (Chicago: American Library Assn., 1986) or to the Supplement . . . Covering Materials from 1985 -1990 (Chicago: 1992 . 'Ottocento (1801 'Ottocento ( -1900 /Catalogue of Nineteenth Century Italian Books. Milano: Ed. Bibliografica, [1991] . 19v. L6,500,000. CUO is a catalog of nineteenth-century books published in Italy and Ticino, the Italian-speaking canton of Switzerland. There were some earlier general catalogs of Italian books such as Attilio Pagliaini's Catalogo generale della libreria italiana dall'anno 1847 a tutto il 1899 (Guide AA905) and a publication of the Austrian censorship office: Elenco delle opere stampate e pubblicate in Milano e nelle provincie lombarde (1815-1847), on which this publication is partially based. CUO contains more than double the number of titles in those earlier compilations.
NATIONAL BIBUOGRAPHIES

CUO: catalogo dei libri italiani dell
The bibliography includes not only books proper but also pamphlets and fascicles longer than twelve pages. Excluded are texts not in Greek or Roman alphabets, periodical publications from academies, corporations, societies and institutes, offprints, laws, decrees and ordinances, administrative publications of local governments and associations, legal papers, sales catalogs, cartography, and music without text. In total, it lists 420,898 publications, giving the location of titles in Italian public and university libraries. Only one library location is listed for each title, so this catalog has a limited usefulness as a union catalog. If the title is in the Biblioteca Nazionale in Florence, this library is given as the location; if not, a library in the region where the book was published or printed is given. There are some titles in the list without any location: works found only in bibliographies.
The bibliography is divided into three parts: (1) author /title catalog, listing works alphabetically by author, or by title for anonymous and corporate authors and works by more than three authors; (2) a list by publisher or printer, showing works chronologically arranged by year and then by author; (3) place of publication arranged alphabetically by region and town, then by year and, within the year, by author. The index is by secondary author (editors, translators, authors of prefaces, illustrators and composers) with cross- Amsterdam, New York: Elsevier, 1991. 890p. (ISBN 0444987282) . LC 90-42785. The march of bureaucracy and technology through the twentieth century has left in its wake a burgeoning population of acronyms and abbreviations. In this field of human endeavor, probably no other modem society has been as productive as the former Soviet Union. (It will be interesting to see how fully the tradition is continued in the various successor states of that empire.) A dictionary to assist in decoding these elliptical structures has thus always been an essential reference tool for any student of Russian or Soviet affairs. The latest such guide for the perplexed is offered by this work compiled by Henry K. Zalucky in the United States, printed in Poland, and published in Amsterdam. With slightly fewer than forty thousand entries, it provides a key to a host of shortened forms of the Russian names of domestic and foreign government bodies, political parties, economic enterprises, educational and research institutions, archives, journals, units of measurement, countries, languages, concepts, substances, machines, etc. The material has been compiled largely from Soviet printed sources, with a particular debt to the third edition of D. I. Alekseev's Slovar' sokrashchenii russkogo iazyka (Guide AD672). The author has aimed primarily to include those forms in current usage, but many terms of historic significance, particularly the names of earlier political organizations and state institutions, are provided as well, along with some indication of the period of their existence.
While the dictionary is designed above all for use by students and specialists, pains have been taken to accommoSeptember 1992 date the needs of a more general Russian-language readership as well. Individual entries include a guide to pronunciation where needed (e.g., to indicate whether an acronym is pronounced as if it were a single word or whether it is spelled out), a full Russianlanguage version of the abbreviated term, a translation into English, and, where appropriate, notes indicating such things as the field in which a term is used, geographical location, or historical period. Where the same acronym is used for several different terms, each instance is treated as a separate entry, and the terms are arranged in alphabetical order of their full Russian-language equivalent. The brief supplementary list of abbreviations, several tables of symbols and units of measures such as a table of Roman numerals, a Roman-alphabet listing of chemical elements, and a list of the caloric and nutritional content of various foods are clearly aimed at the general Russian-language reader.
Inevitably, comparisons are likely to be made with another work issued by the same publisher just six years agoDictionary of Russian Abbreviations, compiled by Edgar Scheitz in the -German Democratic Republic (Suppl. AD154).
Curiously, this work does not figure in Zalucky's list of lexicographical sources. While both works report that they contain about 40,000 abbreviations, the earlier work in fact covers much more material, since it groups all the terms designated by a single acronym under the same entry. It does not, however, provide English translations. Naturally, too, as a work produced in a country that was at that time still firmly ensconced in the Warsaw Pact, it does,not, in contrast to the Zalucky work, include such popular terms beyond the bounds of official Soviet sensibility as zek [labor camp inmate] , tamizdat [emigre literature], or porno [pornography] . In addition, of course, it is slightly more out-of-date than Zalucky's volume.
Probably any library with a seriou_s Russian reference coverage will want to add this new dictionary to its collection, although neither this book, nor probably any printed reference, can possibly pretend to genuine currency in today's fastchanging Russia. An increasing number of the names and even many of the institutions listed in this 1991 publication are now history, and one would search it in vain to decipher the acronyms for the country itself (RF for the Russian Federation or SNG for the Commonwealth of Independent States), let alone the host of new names and agencies springing up to replace those of an earlier age.-R.H.S. The twenty-three hundred signed entries in these volumes range in length from a few sentences ("Archangel") to a dozen or more pages ("Saints"); all include bibliographies, some of which are quite extensive. Most articles are by well-known authorities in the field, such as P. M. Fraser writing on Alexandria, Bruce Metzger on papyri, and Elaine Pagels on texts from the Nag Hammadi Library. Many entries include black-andwhite illustrations or photographs, maps, diagrams, or tables: the article on the Coptic religious calendar, for example, presents a seventeen page list of saints' days and feasts. In addition to entries covering historical and cultural persons and topics, there are also biographical sketches of coptologists, archeologists, and theologians, as well as portraits of prominent Copts in modern Egypt. Particularly useful to the generalist are the concise and comprehensive discussions of specific monasteries, archeological sites, or other topics which are otherwise available only in (sometimes obscure) non-English publications, e.g., "Karnak in the Christian Period." The wide variety of subjects addressed testifies to the widespread influence of Coptic civilization. Alongside articles treating the Roman bureaucracy in Egypt or the development of Christian wedding customs, one finds discussions of the development of the codex book and bookbinding techniques and, following a cross-reference from the Book of Kells, a study of Coptic elements in Irish art and monasticism.
LIBRARIANS HIP
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Cross-references to related subjects are indicated within the text. One needs the excellent index to locate some articles filed under confusing or unlikely headings (e.g., Saint Catherine's Monastery is under "Mount Sinai ... "). An annoying feature of the index is its use of page rather than volume numbers in references, though volumes and corresponding page numbers are provided at the bottom of each index page. Besides the index, Volume 8 also includes twelve maps and a lengthy appendix on the Coptic language, with entries on topics such as alphabets, etymology, dialects, and paleography. Volume 1 provides a general bibliography.
At $900, The Coptic Encyclopedia is not an automatic purchase for any library, but its unique focus and depth will fill a real lacuna in reference publishing and will satisfy students and scholars in fields ranging from archeology to theology.-B.J. it covers an impressive range of topics relating to the history, geography, theology, philosophy, literature, languages, terminology, liturgy, art, architecture, archeology, and rna terial culture of the early church from its origins until the middle of the eighth century. Considerable attention is also devoted to heresies, Gnosticism, Judaism, and the culture and philosophy of classical antiquity. An impressive effort has been made to provide coverage of the whole of the Christian world, from Mauritania to Persia, from Ireland to Aksum. Finally, a special emphasis on the biography makes this a rich source of information even on many lesser-known figures.
The individual entries, ranging from one or two paragraphs to five or six pages in length, are often accompanied by substantial bibliographies of sources and major secondary works, updated by Frend for this English-language edition. Adrian Walford's translation from the Italian reads clearly and smoothly, and a well-designed layout, numerous crossreferences, and an extensive index facilitate use of this work. Included at the end of the text are a chronological table, forty-four maps, and over three hundred illustrations, some in color.
The Encyclopedia is an outstanding contribution to the English-language literature in a field that certainly has not lacked for coverage in the past. It belongs in any serious research or college-level collection attempting to provide coverage in the areas of Chris-tianity,late antiquity, or Western civilization in general.
Its appearance comes close on the heels of the very similarly named Encyclopedia of Early Christianity (New York: Garland, 1990) , reviewed in an earlier issue of this column, but the differences between these two works are considerable. While the Garland volume is designed primarily for the nonspecialist, this work, given the depth and quality of its treatment, promises to be a regular source of reference for the specialist (although it will serve as a valuable introduction for the general reader as well).
The breadth of coverage is also much greater in the volume under review here: it contains more than twice as many articles, covers a longer time period, and addresses a broader range of issues. In those cases where both provide an article on the same subject, the Oxford volume is usually (though not always) more detailed in its coverage. The bibliography, which contains three essays and a bibliography on the Islamic resurgence, includes 1,225 books and articles and is classed by geographic area, except for the chapter "General Studies," Selected Reference Books 419 which is divided into three parts: Interpretive Studies, Economics, and Women. Entries for books and some articles are annotated. The cited articles are drawn from over one hundred journals in Islamic and area studies. The indexes are by author, title, and subject. The subject index includes personal and place names, organizations, and broad topics.
The subject index is unfortunately not very helpful. Since the organization of the bibliography is by country and continent, a good, nongeographic topical index would have been useful. Some index terms such as development are too vague to be useful. Egypt has sixty-six items, and some of the same items are repeated on the same page under "Egyptian history," "Egyptian nationalism," etc. A reorganization of the subject index would much enhance the usefulness of the bibliography.-J.S. In recent years, librarians have been nearly overwhelmed by an alarming array of specialized subject bibliographies; the past few seasons have seen the publication of bibliographies on the history, religion, literature, theater, and film of Jews in the United States. Unfortunately, there was no comprehensive source for locating brief information on different aspects of Jewish-American life. Happily, Jewish-American History and Culture remedies this situation quite nicely, aiming to combine a "celebration" of the extraordinary richness of Jewish-American culture with "the sober judgments of scholarship, analysis, and critical detachment" (preface). The result is such a fascinating, compendious resource that reference departments will have difficulty in deciding where to place this volume; it could find a place in American history, religion, biography, popular culture, or several other sections.
Jewish-American History and
This encyclopedia presents signed topical essays and biographical sketches, most with bibliographies, arranged in alphabetical order, and followed by a general index. An introductory table lists all articles under a series of main themes or subjects so that readers may find other entries on similar topics. These main themes, which give an idea of the scope of coverage, include arts, biographies, economics, history, humanities, Jewish organizations, libraries, literary biographies and studies, media and communications, military, Nobel Prize, political theory, pop culture, religion and religious theories, science, and social sciences. The editors have deliberately excluded some topics, such as foods or stereotypes, feeling that such materials had been adequately covered elsewhere, and that "there was little profit, and a possible danger, in confusing the trivial with the decidedly more important'' (introduction).
Much of the information presented here would be difficult to locate without a lot of effort and a very large reference collection. Classical Mythology (Guide CF23) . His latest work provides twenty-six hundred biographical sketches of goddesses, nymphs, and mortals, many of whom are too obscure or peripheral to appear in other dictio-naries of mythology. Entries range in length from a sentence to several hundred words; most include references to classical sources. Longer essays for principal deities (e.g., Artemis) provide lists of birthplace(s), lovers/ consorts, children, principal places of worship, September 1992 sacred attributes, companions, and epithets. Cult titles or epithets make up a significant proportion of the shorter entries (e.g., "Glaucopis" for Athena). Though some readers may be put off by the occasionally flashy prose style (for example, references to mythological character's "sex lives" or a description of Hera as "coaddictive"), entries present fairly full information. One small quibble is Bell's failure to indicate which ancient authors provide us with which variants of myths and whose story he prefers.
Major cross-references are indicated in the text by capital letters, but the careful reader will find many additional related articles by checking other names mentioned in the course of an entry. An appendix, ''The Men in Their Lives," lists male characters which figure in the main text; thus, by checking "Romulus" in the appendix, one can eventually find the name of the she-wolf who nursed the Roman twins. However, without a general index, Women of Classical Mythology will, to a certain extent, only serve those who already know the name of the mythological figure for whom they need information. To locate a list of all the characters associated with the Acropolis or all those goddesses who protect women in childbirth, one needs to consult Bell's other works.-B.J. Literature, 1970 Literature, -1990 Beginning students, as well as scholars and librarians who have never had the time or inclination to develop a firm grip on the complex and confusing array of bibliographies, dictionaries, catalogs, and site reports from the fields of classical archeology, art, mythology, and iconography, should be grateful to Professor van Keuren for this new guide. Her book takes the form of a narrative bibliography in seventeen chapters, each of which discusses one or two major works in a specific field, covering the nature of research in that discipline and the organization and uses of the work in question. Following these major works are essays on and bibliographies of complementary reference works, handbooks, and additional sources. These chapters are grouped into three main sections: "General Research," which includes chapters on Greek, . Etruscan, and Roman art and archeology; "Mythology," which includes chapters on myth and ancient art, literature and iconography, as well as portrayals of myth in later art and literature; and "Media Studies," which treats individual art forms, from sculpture and vase painting to interior decorating and numismatics.' Author-title and subject indexes complete the volume.
Recent Studies in Myths and
Particularly helpful are Professor van Keuren' s remarks on the currency and utility of certain works and on the controversy surrounding specific topics as well as her suggestions on how one might proceed in a research project after consulting one of these reference tools. English titles are provided for many foreign works, helping readers to identify in advance which German sources may be pertil:'ent to their interests. Though Volumes 1 through 3 contain the catalog, beginning with the plays presented alphabetically by title. Volume 3 includes the sonnets, listed numerically from 1 to 154 with an index to their first lines, and other miscellaneous texts. Contained also in this third volume is a list of anthologies with each of their contents cross-indexed to its entry in the main catalogue.
Volume 4 contains four indexes: Shakespeare's titles and first lines; titles of musical works; composers, arrangers, and editors; and librettists and other writers. The selected bibliography comprising Volume 5 rounds out the work. A useful reader's guide, along with abbreviations used for musical terms, library abbreviations, and, interestingly, a list of publishers' names and addresses begin volume 1.
Under each literary title, the musical works, numbered sequentially, are arranged in seven categories: incidental music, operas and related music, nontheatrical vocal music, nontheatrical instrumental music, settings of combined and/ or unidentified texts, obliquely related works, and non-Shakespearean works. Further subarrangement is alphabetical by composer with title and other bibliographical information, instrumentation, first performance details, repositories of the music, and the author's informative annotations. An overview of musical stage directions for each play precedes its musical listings.
Unlike earlier bibliographies, the author includes works from the vast literature of incidental music, but limits this chiefly to major productions. Other new features include projected works or works left unfinished, as well as compositions misattributed to Shakespeare or easily mistaken for settings of his work.
The audience for this work is wide. Literary scholars expanding their understanding of Shakespeare's texts, musicologists studying relationships between text and music, producers and performers wanting source material for performance, cultural historians documenting changes in cultural tastes will all find useful information.
Most importantly, this work reveals the importance that music played, both in Shakespeare's conceptions of his works as well as in the popular reception accorded them over the past three hundred years.
Only one play, The Comedy of Errors, does not explicitly require some form of music functional to the dramatic action. The authors indeed provide ample documentation for their assertion that "one reason that Shakespeare's genius is now recognized in all parts of the world is surely the role which the art of music has played in the dissemination of his works." -E.A.D.
ART AND ARCHITECTURE
Lerner, Loren R., and Mary F. 
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A bilingual "reference guide to the most significant contributions to the literature of Canadian art and architecture published in Canada and abroad from 1825 to 1981" (preface). The 9,555 bibliographic entries are annotated, many with abstracts in French and English. They are based on references located in four existing periodical indexes and specialized bibliographies and on the National Gallery of Canada catalog holdings for monographs, exhibition catalogs, some theses, journals and journal articles, and association reports. "Emphasis is on the elusive retrospective literature, the indispensable foundation for art historical research."
Volume 1, the bibliography, is organized by topic, geographical area, and chronological period, as outlined in a detailed table of contents, and is preceded by a preface that serves as a solid and thoughtful introduction to the study of Canadian art history. Volume 2, the index, provides access by author and by English and French subject entries.
The overall effect is similar to that of Arts in America: A Bibliography (Guide BEll).
Two related and recent bibliographies for Canadian studies, both also bilingual, are Claude Bergeron's Index des periodiques d 'architecture canadiens, 1940 -1980 This index was "published in order to provide easy access to the published reproduction of fine art by American Black artists ... in books, periodicals, and exhibition catalogs" (introduction) and is part of the growing genre of such publications.
The body of the work is an alphabetical . listing of some one thousand artists from the colonial period to the present, giving names, dates, birthplace when available, and media, followed by citations for biographical sources, portraits, published reproductions, and further references, as pertinent. Citations are to a list of some 560 American publications, most from the 1960s through the 1980s. Front matter also includes names of the hundred institutions and collections consulted. A "Sources of Information" section is "designed to help the researcher do more extensive investigation" and includes monographs devoted to single artists, periodical articles, and bibliographies and then goes further to include doctoral dissertations, audiovisual materials, audiovisual producers and distributors, and exhibition catalogs. A modest subject index completes the volume. While multiple references are made to earlier reference works-most notably Theresa Cederholm's Afro-American Artists: A Bio-Bibliographical Directory (Guide BE180)-there are no references for the field of photography. In fact, this subject is overlooked entirely in the front matter, which is surprising given the decision to include folk art and in light of the author's position as a librarian and faculty member at the University of Southem California. Thus, the two works by Deborah Willis-Thomas will be useful with the current volume: Black Photographers (Suppl. BF64n) and An Illustrated Rio-Bibliography of Black Photographers, 1940 -1988 Latin America is a hot topic in many libraries today and librarians will welcome any guide to the literature. These two bibliographies, unfortunately, though useful, do have faults.
Brazil in Reference Books was compiled by the acting field director of the Library of Congress Office in Rio de Janeiro and is an annotated listing of reference books published in any language, though Portuguese dominates. It is divided into broad chapters (agriculture, ranged in seven categories: incidental music, operas and related music, nontheatrical vocal music, nontheatrical instrumental music, settings of combined and/ or unidentified texts, obliquely related works, and non-Shakespearean works. Further subarrangement is alphabetical by composer with title and other bibliographical information, instrumentation, first performance details, repositories of the music, and the author's informative annotations. An overview of musical stage directions for each play precedes its musical listings.
ART AND ARCHITECfURE
Lerner, Loren R., and Mary F. A bilingual "reference guide to the most significant contributions to the literature of Canadian art and architecture published in Canada and abroad from 1825 to 1981" (preface). The 9,555 bibliographic entries are annotated, many with abstracts in French and English. They are based on references located in four existing periodical indexes and specialized bibliographies and on the National Gallery of Canada catalog holdings for monographs, exhibition catalogs, some theses, journals and journal articles, and association reports. "Emphasis is on the elusive retrospective literature, the indispensable foundation for art historical research."
Volume 1, the bibliography, is organized by topic, geographical area, and chronological period, as outlined in a detailed table of contents, and is preceded by a preface that serves as a solid and thoughtful introduction to the study of Canadian art history. Volume 2, the index, provides access by author and by English and French subject entries. This index was "published in order to provide easy access to the published reproduction of fine art by American Black artists ... in books, periodicals, and exhibition catalogs" (introduction) and is part of the growing genre of such publications.
The body of the work is an alphabetical . listing of some one thousand artists from the colonial period to the present, giving names, dates, birthplace when available, and media, followed by citations for biographical sources, portraits, published reproductions, and further references, as pertinent. Citations are to a list of some 560 American publications, most from the 1 %0s through the 1980s. Front matter also includes names of the hundred institutions and collections consulted. A "Sources of Information" section is "designed to help the researcher do more extensive investigation" and includes monographs devoted to single artists, periodical articles, and bibliographies and then goes further to include doctoral dissertations, audiovisual materials, audiovisual producers and distributors, and exhibition catalogs. A modest subject index completes the volume. While multiple references are made to earlier reference works-most notably Theresa Cederholm's Afro-American Artists: A Rio-Bibliographical Directory (Guide BE180)-there are no references for the field of photography. In fact, this subject is overlooked entirely in the front matter, which is surprising given the decision to include folk art and in light of the author's position as a librarian and faculty member at the University of Southern California. Thus, the two works by Deborah Willis-Thomas will be useful with the current volume: Black Photographers (Suppl. BF64n) and An Illustrated Rio-Bibliography of Black Photographers, 1940-1988 (Suppl. BF64) , 1965 -1989 : An Annotated Bibliography. Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow, 1991 . LC 90-28356.
Haiti: Guide to the Periodical Literature in English, 1800-1990. Comp. and ed. Frantz Pratt. Bibliographies and Indexes in Latin American and Caribbean Studies, 1. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1991. 310p. $45 (ISBN 0-313-27855-5) . LC 91-7572. Latin America is a hot topic in many libraries today and librarians will welcome any guide to the literature. These two bibliographies, unfortunately, though useful, do have faults.
Brazil in Reference Books was compiled by the acting field director of the Library of Congress Office in Rio de Janeiro and is an annotated listing of reference books published in any language, though Portuguese dominates. It is divided into broad chapters (agriculture, architecture, etc.), which are further subdivided into types (bibliographies, dictionaries) or subtopics. This is a useful arrangement, though a classified table of contents would help immeasurably in locating the subtopics. And the arrangement is sometimes too general to be of much use. The chapter on bibliographies, for instance, lists in one alphabetical sequence publications ranging from the various national bibliographies to a bibliography of agrarian reform. The very useful book on Brazil in the Area Handbook Series is listed under "General sources--other sources," not under "Politics and government," and seems to be impossible to locate through the subject index. The book described in the annotation as providing "explanations and instructions for practicing the rituals of candomble written for the novice" (p. 274) seems to be stretching the definition of a reference book. It is arranged by nine broad topics (the physical setting, the human element, philately, etc.), then by subdivisions which are explained in the "Notes to the User." Entries are arranged chronologically under each subdivision. Once the shock of the typefaces wears off (the entries are completely capitalized, with the article titles italicized and the journals in boldface) the reader can find a great deal of useful information, though this must be used with care. Surely the Nation and the National Catholic Reporter did not both publish C. McGill's article "Haitians in Limbo" on the same date and page.
There are author and journal title indexes, but no subject index. The indexes again use all capital letters, strung across Selected Reference Books 425 the pages with no punctuation separating the different references; they are essentially useless. It is disappointing that the publisher allowed such a useful title to be so poorly presented.-M.C.
HEALTH SCIENCES
Vision and Visual Dysfunction. Ed. John R.
Cronly-Dillon. Boca Raton, Fla: CRC Pr., 1991. 17v. (each paginated separately). $1,995/set, $215/volume (ISBN 0-8493-7500-2). LC 90-1881. This seventeen-volume encyclopedia, originally published in England by the Macmillan Press (1990-91) , is constructed around sixteen subject areas. Each comprises a volume on a topic such as visual optics and instrumentation, perception of color, spatial vision, dyslexia, and pattern recognition. The general editor, John Cronly-Dillon, is professor and chairman of the Department of Optometry and Vision Sciences at the University of Manchester Institute of Science and Technology in England. His purpose is to reflect the multidisciplinary trend in vision science and to provide a repository of current knowledge in the main areas of the field.
Each volume is edited by one or more subject specialists and stands as a coherent work in its own right. The contributors are from the United States, the United Kingdom, Europe, Canada, and Australia. All chapters have been refereed, and the aim throughout has been not only to review current material, but also to explore new ideas and issues that may stimulate novel directions in research. Each volume has its own index, and Volume 17 is a complete contents list and index to all the volumes.
Vision and Visual Dysfunction will be kept up to date by the publication of supplementary volumes that will contain brief summaries of important experimental research results and their developments. It is a unique encyclopedia of by far the greatest breadth and depth of any work ever published on the subject of vision. Scientists, clinicians, and engineers have an extraordinary new reference work on the many facets of a topic that has been the subject of intense activity over the last forty years. Fortunately this resource can be purchased as a whole or in individual volumes. 
